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STATEWIDE COVERAGE GAINED 
FOR ILA RADIO BROADCASTS 


A new fifteen week I L A radio series is under way, Mrs. Margarete Butz, head 
of the Genealogy Division of the Indiana State Library and Chairman of the ILA 


radio committee, has announced. 


WBAA, the Purdue station airs the program each Friday at 1:45. Transcrip- 
tions are made and are available for rebroadcast from other Indiana stations 


James Miles, WBAA manager has been 
working with the committee to launch 
the series titled “Books Alive.” 

WBAA started the series April 9. 
WSBT, South Bend, will start it April 23 
at 4:45. WOWO, Fort Wayne, is sched- 
uled to use it beginning the first week in 
May and WCBC, Anderson, early in 
June. WGBF, Evansville, begins in July. 
Each station will run the whole 15 week 
series. 

Coverage of the State for this ILA 
sponsored series was the work of Mrs. 
Butz and her radio committee, Evelyn 
Sickles and Esther Thornton, Indianap- 
olis; Dorothy Eissler, Evansville; Mary 
Armstrong, Fort Wayne; Marguerite 


Goss, South Bend; Vera Anderson, | 
State Library; Frances Wilson and Es- | 


ther Schlundt, Purdue. 

The programs promise appeal to a 
varied listener audience. Participating in 
the programs will be men and women 
having diverse interests, telling you 
about their activities, and the books they 
read and use directly and indirectly in 
their daily living. The tentative outline 
follows. Consult your local newspaper 
for exact date and time. 

1. Introduction: Description of pro- 
grams. Historical Prospectus. Howard 
H. Peckham, Director of the Indiana 
Historical Bureau. 

2. War Without Armistice, Dr. H. B. 
Haas, Head of the Department of Chem- 
istry, Purdue University. 

3. First Aid to the Ailing House, 
Eileen Bower and Ruth Hutchinson, of 
the Home Economics Department, Pur- 
due University. 

4. Air Transportation, 
Mayhill, Purdue University. 

5. Libraries Provide Vocational Help, 
Marjorie Wood, Chief, Loan Division, 
Indiana State Library. 

6. Human Heritage, Dr. E. Burdette 
Backus, Pastor of All Souls Unitarian 
Church, Indianapolis. 

7. New Indiana Books and Authors, 
Mrs. Hazel W. Hopper, Chief, Indiana 
Division, Indiana State Library. 

8. Art and Life in Indiana, Dr. Wil- 
bur D. Peat, Director, John Herron Art 
Institute, Indianapolis. 

9. Educational Radio and the A.E.R., 
Bess Wright, President of A.E.R.; 
Teacher at Washington High School, In- 
dianapolis. 

10. Music’s Place in Today’s World, 
Dr. Floyd Sunderman, Arthur Jordan | 
Conservatory of Music. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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April 5-8 — Indianapolis Public 
Library 75th Anniversary cele- 
bration. 

April 9—Beginning of ILA Ra- 
dio Series, “Books Alive” — 
WBAA, Purdue. 

April 9-10 — Indiana School Li- 
brary Conference at Blooming- 
ton. 

April 12—Ruth Bean, I L A presi- 
dent and Mrs. W. H. Frazier, 
ILTA president, meet with 
Miss Warren and Mr. Brigham 
to formulate plans for Fall 
Conference. 

April 15 —ILA Planning Com- 
mittee meeting, Elkhart. 

April 30-May 1—Indiana State 
Association for Adult Educa- 
tion Conference. 

May 3—Joint Boards of ILA, 
ILTA meeting, Indianapolis. 

May 4—District Meeting, Spen- 
cer. 

May 5—Certification Board meet- 
ing, Indianapolis. 


TORNADO LEVELS 
‘ COATESVILLE P. L. 


Lying directly in the path of the Good 
Friday tornado that hit Indiana, the 
Coatesville Public Library was com- 
pletely destroyed. 

Mrs. Rose Edwards, the 81-year-old 
librarian was severely injured. The li- 
brary was closed when the tornado 
struck. Mrs. Edwards was in her home 
at that time. Taken to Methodist Hos- 
pital in Indianapolis, Mrs. Edwards’ con- 
dition was listed as serious. 

Organized in 1912, the library had ap- 
proximately 10,000 volumes. It was 
housed in a Carnegie building. Partial 
insurance covers the damage. 

It has been suggested and the idea is 
being explored to have an ILA spon- 
sored reconstruction fund for the Coates- 


| ville Library. Details regarding this will 


probably be available at District Meet- 
ing and in the next issue of Focus. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIANS HAVE 
MEETING AT BLOOMINGTON 
Meeting in their second annual con- 

ference, the Indiana School Librarians 

Association heard two addresses by Mary 

Peacock Douglas at Bloomington April 

9 and 10. 


NUMBER 3 


EXHIBITS COMMITTEE POSTER 
CONTEST PLANS ANNOUNCED 


With the rapid completion of plans for the poster contest, announced in the 
last issue of FOCUS, Lois Ringo, Chairman of the I L A Exhibits Committee gives 
out the good word that the H. W. Wilson Company has cast its watchful eye upon 


the contest with the following comment: 


“We have read with much interest of the contest announcement .. . ,” they 
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May 6— District Meeting, Vin- 
cennes. 

May 11—District Meeting, Cory- 
don. 

May 13—District Meeting, Bates- 
ville. 

May 18—District Meeting, Fort 
Wayne. 

May 20— District Meeting, El- 
wood. 

May 25—District Meeting, Attica 

May 27 — District Meeting, East 
Chicago. 

June 2 — District Meeting, Leb- 
anon. 

June 4— District Meeting, Lake 
Manitou (Rochester). 

June 6-12 — SLA Conference, 
Washington, D. C. 

June 13-19—ALA Conference, 
Atlantic City. 

June 15-Aug. 13—Library Sum- 
mer School at Indiana Uni- 
versity. 


MILAM TO LEAVE 
ALA FOR UN JOB 


Carl H. Milam is leaving his position 
as executive secretary of ALA and be- 
coming Director of Libraries of the 
United Nations Department of Public 
Information on May 1. 

Mr. Milam takes something of Hoosier 
flavor to UN. He was an assistant at 
Purdue University library in 1908-1909 
and secretary and state organizer of the 
Indiana Public Library Commission 
from 1909-1913. 

To Mr. Milam the ILA extends its 
gratitude for 28 years of faithful service 
as ALA executive secretary and wishes 
him well in his new position. 


ORPHA M. PETERS RETIRES; 
SERVED GARY FOR 39 YEARS 


After 39 years of service on the Gary 


| library staff, Orpha Maude Peters retired 
| recently. 


She was assistant librarian at Gary for 
34 years. Before coming to Gary, Miss 
Peters was librarian at Elwood and Alex- 
andria. She also served at Flora Stone 
Mather College library and the Cleve- 
land Public Library. 

In 1923, Miss Peters served as presi 


dent of IL A. 


write. “After the awards have been 
made, if the winning posters are suitable, 
we would like to consider reproducing 
any or all of the posters for general dis- 
tribution.” 


Rules for the contest appear below. 
Please note that the deadline for the sub- 
mission of posters to the District Poster 
Chairman is May 31. However it would 
be well to get as many entrants as pos- 
sible in time for District Meetings. 

WHO CAN ENTER? Students of all 
Indiana Schools. 

Class A competition — Elementary 
Schools. 

Class B competition—High Schools. 


SUBJECT? Poster should promote 
the use of the Library and stress its im- 
portance in community affairs, or be 
about special groups of books in the 
library. Poster should not have the name 
of the local library as a part of its de- 
sign since it will be used in many libraries 
throughout the state. 

SIZE? Large: 
12 x 15 inches. 

DATE? Posters should be submitted 
not later than May 31, 1948. 


AWARDS: Suitable prizes will be 
awarded to the winners in each class in 
each district. These winning posters will 
be sent to the Exhibit Committee of 
ILA and will be exhibited during the 
fall meeting of ILA. The final judging 
will be made at this time. Prizes will be 
given to the winners in each class. These 
prizes are made available through the 
courtesy of Stewarts, Inc., whose ad ap- 
pears in Focus. 


22 x 28 inches. Small: 


The following information must ap- 
pear clearly on the back of each poster: 
Name of artist, address, age, school, and 
sponsoring library. 


ALL POSTERS WILL BECOME 
THE PROPERTY OF THE EXHIBITS 
COMMITTEE OF ILA. THEY WILL 
MAKE UP A TRAVELING POSTER 
COLLECTION AVAILABLE TO ANY 
INDIANA LIBRARY UPON APPLI- 
CATION TO THE CENTRAL EX- 
EIBITS CLEARING HOUSE. 


Local Librarians are responsible for 
publicity concerning this contest in their 
community schools. They should super- 
vise announcement of the contest and 
collection of the posters for the district 
judgings. Additional information con- 
cerning the contest can be obtained from 
Exhibits Committee chairman, Miss Leis 
Ringo of Anderson Public Library. 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

Anniversaries are rare occasions 
and a justifiable cause for celebra- 
tion. To the organization having | 
the anniversary it is a special event 
that is legitimately envied by oth- 
ers not having achieved such a not- | 
able record. It also serves to give | 
others the opportunity to view the | 
progress and advancement of that | 
organization. It brings history into | 
sharp focus. | 

We wish to point out two anni- 
versaries of library significance. | 
One is the 75th Anniversary of the | 
Indianapolis Public Library, the | 
details of which are covered else- 
where in this publication. The | 
other is the 50th Anniversary of the | 
H. W. Wilson Co. The Cumulative 
Book Index was born in 1898. Li- | 
brary shelves and work tables bear 
visible evidence of subsequent not- | 
able Wilson publications. The well 
thumbed pages of these indexes and 
bibliographic tools point out their 
usefulness better than words. 

To Marian McFadden and her 
indianapolis Public Library staff 
and board and to H. W. Wilson and 
his employees we say congratu- 
lations! 


EVANS ADDRESSES 
ANNIVERSARY FETE) 
April 5-8 marked the dates for fes- | 
tivities in connection with celebration of | 
the Indianapolis Public Library’s 75th | 
anniversary. 
_ Featured speaker of the celebration | 
was Luther Evans, Librarian of Con- | 
gress, on Thursday, April 8th. 

Richard James, Vice-president of But- 
ler University and until recently Lieuten- | 
ant-Governor of Indiana, appeared in a | 
Junior Chamber of Commerce sponsored 
program on April 6. Mrs. Jeannette 
Covert Nolan spoke at a Junior High 
reading club program and Mrs. Thor | 
Wesenberg addressed the Women’s Lit- | 
erary clubs on April 7th. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY ADVISER 

Additional advisory service to school 
libraries has recently been established. 
To supplement the work of Esther Bur- 
rin, the Indiana Director of School Li- 
brary Service, Nelle McCalla, who 
teaches library science courses at Indiana 
State Teachers College at Terre Haute is 
devoting one day a week to assist school 
librarians in 19 counties of the South- 
western part of the State. 


| 
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FLORENCE D. SCHAEFER 

From Richmond comes the sad 
news of the death of Mrs. Flor- 
ence Davenport Schaefer on 
March 18. Mrs. Schaefer joined 


the staff of the Morrisson-Reeves 
Library in 1936. She was super- 
visor of branches and school ex- 


tension work from that time. In 
1943 she also became Children’s 
librarian. 


SPRING DISTRICT 
MEETING ROSTER 
NOW LISTS TEN 


Ten district library meetings are on 
the docket for Indiana librarians this 
Spring. In addition to the nine meetings 
announced in February issue of this pub- 





lication another scheduled for June 4 at | 


Lake Manitou has been added. For the 
complete schedule see the calendar of 

Meetings will begin promptly at 10:00 
A.M. The morning sessions will be 
given over to discussions of questions 
and problems brought to the meetings 
by librarians and trustees. In the after- 
noon sessions the State Action Program 
of the Planning Committee and a pro- 
posed legislative program suggested by 
the Legislative Committee will come up 
for consideration. 


MODEL HOME HAS 
ILA CHOSEN BOOKS 


Quite logically, the model home at the 


| Indianapolis Home Show, April 16-25, is 


having some books on display and In- 
diana librarians had a hand in selecting 
them. 

Under the initiative of the ILA Ex- 
hibits Committee, necessary contacts 
were made and the books in the various 
rooms as well as a list of suggested books 
for the whole family were selected by 
members of this committee. 

The books that are being displayed as 
well as the printed list of selected titles 


were made possible by L. S. Ayres Com- | 


pany, Indianapolis, and Ben Riker of 
Ayres book department. These lists are 
available to Indiana librarians upon re- 
quest to Mr. Riker. 


MRS. KENNEDY NOW 
ASSOCIATION’S SCRIBE 
Mrs. Emma Kennedy of Sulli- 
van has been appointed by the 
ILA board to succeed Olive I. 


Morrow as secretary. Miss Mor- 
row resigned her office to accept a 
position at Bradley University in 
Peoria, Illinois. She was until re- 
cently at the Fort Wayne and 
Allen County Public Library. 





REPOSITORY IDEA 
3ETS COMMENTS 


One hundred fifty-six replies to the 
questionnaire regarding a Central Book 


Repository proposal sent out by the | 


State Library in January have been re- 
turned. These have been most helpful 
according to Harold F. Brigham, State 
Library Director. Sound criticisms, sug- 
gestions and comments have resulted. 

A summary of the replies indicates 
that out of the 156 reports received, 133 
showed a favorable reaction, 10 were 


| against the proposal, 110 expressed a 
willingness to cooperate to the extent of | 


contributing books, and 50 had serious 


| space problems. Twelve thousand forty- | 





three feet of books are tentatively ear- 
marked for transfer by the various li- 
-raries. 


Libraries which have not answered the | 


and complete answer is not available, a 
partial answer is welcomed, according to 
Mr. Brigham. 

In summing up the comments, Mr. 
Brigham issued the following statement. 
Some of the questions raised indicate 


| possible misunderstanding of the pro- 


posal. One objection raised was to the 
effect that it was unwise to build a costly 
store house for literary refuse. The point 
overlooked here is that the proposed 
building is primarily an ARCHIVES 
building. It is needed to house official 
state records and documents which are 
overcrowding the storage facilities of the 
present State Library Building. Building 
plans will proceed for this purpose and 
for enlargement of stack facilities for the 
State Library’s own less-used books 
whether the repository plan goes forward 
or not. Briefly stated, the building is not 


a Repository building as such—it is an | 


Archives building with a possibility for 
inclusion of the repository storage plan. 
Some feeling was expressed that book 


| storage is a local problem and that each 


local library should deal with the prob- 
lem in its own way. This comment does 
not contradict the idea of the Repository. 
If a local library is able to house its 


growing collection without the necessity | 


of discarding because of space limitations 
it is entirely free to do so. On the other 
hand shelf space becomes a serious prob- 
lem sooner or later in every library and 
discarding or storing little-used books 
becomes increasingly necessary. It is at 
this point that a central state repository 
enters the picture. It is considered a plan 


to permit libraries greater freedom in re- | 


lieving their own shelves of little-used 
books because they would still have the 
use of these books from the Repository. 


It would not stand in the way of a li- | 


brary that wished to Keep any or all of 

its own books, but it would be hoped 

that libraries would offer actual discards 

to the Repository within the definitions 
(Continued on page 4) 











FOCUS ON 
HOCUS POCUS 





Test your ability at cryptography. 
Here is a “simple” problem in addition. 
Oc U's 
Poets 


PRESTO 

Just substitute numbers for the letters 
so that identical letters become corre- 
spondingly the same numbers both above 
and below the line. “Hocus Pocus” will 
then add up to “Presto.” Can you break 
the code? A prize of a used razor blade 
will be given for each correct answer 
submitted before Cracknut Sunday 


questionnaire are urged to do so. If a full | Which is the Sunday before Michaelmas 


Day. 
Kinsey Report No. 6542781 
We hope to limit our cracks wise and 


otherwise on Dr. Kinsey’s much publi- 
cized book to one with a library slant. It 


| concerns the loan desk patron who upon 


learning the book was always out ex- 
claimed “Oh well, I'll wait until they 
make a movie out of it.” 


Labored and Brought Forth a Mouse 


Alterations and repairs are being made 
on the Indiana State Capitol Building. 
In the “Building Permits” in the Indian- 
apolis Commercial for December 24, 
1947, there appeared the following: 

“Indiana State Mouse, alterations and 
repairs, $405,485.” 


Phony Phonics 
Yes, this one is true. It happened to 
us. We received a letter requesting “Any 
A Journals.” Many wrinkled brows — 
later the light dawned. We sent the per- 
son some “N EA Journals.” 


State of Exhaustion 

Inquisitive: “Has your staff grown in 
the past year?” 

Librarian: “Yes —tired and weary !” 

Department of Utter Futility 

A Loan desk attendant urging a bald 
headed man to read a hair raising mys- 
tery story. 





RADIO BROADCASTS 
(Continued from page 1) 
11. Great Books Promote Thinking, 
Dean Byron K. Trippet, Wabash Col- 


lege. 
12. Hobbies (to be announced). 
| 13. Reading Habit Clinic, Dr. B. L. 


Dodds, Purdue University. 

14. Magazines and Libraries, Harold 
J. Sander, Chief, Reference Division, 
Indiana State Library. 

15. A. L. A. Notable Books, Harold F. 
Brigham, Director, Indiana State Li- 
brary. 





NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY 
COMPANY OF INDIANA, Inc. 


546 South Meridian Street 


LI. 8238 
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Library Binding Our Specialty 








NEWS BRIEFS 


From Ethel G. Baker of South Bend 
we have received Volume I, Number 1 
of the South Bend Public Library’s new 
staff bulletin. Although not christened 
yet, it is a “well fed” youngster carrying 
much interesting news and information. 
Focus will be anxiously awaiting to see | 
what name will be given to the publica- | 
tion. It’s hectic not to know if it’s a niece 
or a nephew. 

Nancy H. Todd’s retirement as head 
of the Technical Department of the Indi- 
anapolis Public Library has been an- 
nounced. Mary Jo Woods is the new 
Technical Department head. 

A distinguished guest at the School 
Librarians conference was Kathleen Mc- 
Call of New Zealand who is at present at 
Western Reserve on a Carnegie grant. 
She has recently been studying libraries | 
from all angles in preparation for a po- | 
sition she expects to take with the New 
Zealand ministry of education. Her task 
will be to develop and supervise school 
libraries in New Zealand. Miss McCall 
has studied in Paris, taught in Switzer- | 
land and New Zealand and is a 1947 | 


graduate of New Zealand library school. | 
The third annual conference of the 

Indiana State Association for Adult Edu- 

cation is scheduled for April 30-May 1 at 









When interested in pre-bound juven- 
iles, primers, and readers, just drop 
me a card and I'll come a runnin’. 


JAMES T. KITCHEN 





5630 East Michigan Street 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
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the Severin Hotel, Indianapolis. Libraries 
are represented on the board of directors 
of this association by Mary Jo Woods 
and Harold F. Brigham. Librarians are 
especially urged to attend. 

Sketches and drawings of various 
buildings of Terre Haute and Vigo 
County have been on display at the State 
Library. The drawings are the work of 
Juliet Peddle. 


Compton’s 
Pictured Encyclopedia 
* 


Your Indiana 


School and Library 


Representative 


is 
MRS. BESS VANDIVIER 
Box 36 
Franklin, Indiana 














MY READING DESIGN 


A Record of Books Read—A Guide to Future Reading 
Published by 
The News-Journal, North Manchester, Ind. 





Gpyright 1944 by 6 O Simpsar 


“The Record the Reader Likes to Keep” 


MY READING DESIGN is a four-page folder (842 x 11) with a circle presenting various 
arcas of interest into which one may project his own pattern of reading. Book No. 2 
= is A BOOK OF BATTLES. Note the three categories where the reader recorded 
ook No. 2. 

There are four forms—A, B. C and D. A set of samples will be sent complimentary 
upon receipt of fifteen cents to cover postage and handling. 

Write to Marie M. Creager, Sales Manager, MY READING DESIGN, North Man- 
chester, Indiana. 
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Representing Follett Book Co. 
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DATES ANNOUNCED 


June 15 to August 13 are the dates of 
the eight weeks library science course to 
be given by Indiana University at 
Bloomington this summer. 

This course will take the place of the 
summer course given in past years by the 
State Library, but will train for school 
library work as well as public library 
work. It will offer eight hours of credit 
for students who have had previously 
two years or 60 semester hours.of college 
credit. 

Other students can take the course 
upon the recommendation of the Indiana 
Library Certification board. This course 
will be accepted by the Certification 
Board as fulfillment of the minimum re- 
quirements for certification of librarians 
of small public libraries, and the student 


LIBRARY 
SUPPLIES 


Electric Automatic 


BOOK 
CHARGING 
MACHINE 


a 5 Inc. 


44 East Washington St. 
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will receive a statement attesting satis- 
factory completion of the course. Addi- 
tional details are available from Mar- 
garet I. Rufsvold, Director of Library 
Service, Indiana University. 


REPOSITORY IDEA 
(Continued from page 2) 

of materials needed for the Repository. 

Question was raised as to duplication 
of the present mail loan service of the 
State Library. The Repository is thought 
of as a plan to expand and supplement 
this basic service which the State Library 
attempts to render all libraries of the 
state 

Another question raised was‘‘Why give 
to the State Library books and maga- 
zines we may need or have use for?” The 
answer to this is that the local library 
should mot transfer anything that is 
really needed locally or anything that it 
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expects to have use for even occasionally. 
Only those books, magazines and docu- 
ments are to be. considered for transfer 
that are rarely used and not expected to 
be used as much as once a year. Such | 
books are often thrown away, and many | 
are kept just because they are “too good | 
to throw away” although the library feels | 
it has no real need for them locally. By | 
transferring such books to a central re- | 
pository the local library would still be 
able to obtain them to meet an unusual 
request. If many libraries do the same 
thing the Repository would then b:come 
a central source for much important ref- 
erence material. Thus much that is now 
available in only one library would be- 
come available to all libraries and each 
individual library would benefit from the 
cooperation of all libraries. 

A point raised by many libraries — 
those favoring and those disapproving — 
was that local patrons would not be sat- 


isfied to wait until the book could be 
sent for and received from Indianapolis. 
This is a valid objection, of course. The 
Repository Plan offers no panacea. The 
time element is an inconvenient factor. 
It can only be said that no library, how- 
ever large, can escape inter-library loans 
if it is to meet unusual requests involving 
unique, obsolete or specialized materials, 
and Indiana libraries could expect to 
obtain such materials more easily and 
more quickly from an Indiana Reposi- 
tory which is attached to the State Li- 
brary and waich would greatly increase 
the resources of the State Library for 
such loan service. People who really 
want unique materials are usually will- 
ing to wait a day or two to obtain them. 
The inconvenience of such delays would 
seem to be offset by the larger benefits to 
be derived from the Repository both by 
libraries and by special individual bor- 
rowers. 
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NOW —- LB Standard 
Wood Equipment 


for Normal Delivery! 


Tripled factory production now assures normal 


delivery to Indiana libraries of Library Bureau 


standard wood equipment. Our new equipment is 


made of beautiful hard white wood that retains its 


appearance through years of hard use. 


Rai titehereeieniees: sienenenimemenemee 


Filing Equipment ¢ Bulletin Boards * Tables and 


Chairs « Magazine Racks ¢ Card Catalog Cases « 
Dust Proof Exhibit Cases ¢ Shelving—Steel or Wood 


» 
Remnglon Kand Library Bureau 


1535 N. MERIDIAN STREET - INDIANAPOLIS 


Indiana’s Leading Book and Stationery Store for Over 100 Years 


We would like to extend an invitation to you to come in and browse among 
our books as they have been selected with libraries in mind. We are proud 


serving you in the future. 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


LI. 4571 


v 


to have furnished Indiana libraries in the past, and are looking forward to 


Complete Commercial, Gift, Dennison and Toy Departments 
are also at your disposal. 





